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the mayor compiled a book of the price of victuals " and set
it upon the south door of the minster "l.    At the same time
incessant attempts were made to extirpate the kindred abuses
of engrossing, forestalling and regrating2.     Engrossers pur-
chased corn while it was " standing in the field unshorn
and growing ", or before it was winnowed or brought to the
market, and then kept it back  until its value had risen.
Forestallers bought up goods or victuals on their way to the
market to get them more cheaply.    Regraters purchased
commodities in the market itself at advantage, and sold
them   again   at   higher   prices.    These   offences   violated
mediaeval conceptions of commercial morality,  and were
the   more   dreaded   since   the   narrow   area   from   which
supplies were drawn aggravated the evils of a dearth or
a   ' corner *   in  trade.    The   degree   to  which  forestalling
heightened prices may be gathered from complaints made
at Norwich in 1375, that " Roger de Bergham to such an
extent forestalled divers kinds of corn by himself and his
servants in the market, and in the streets, lanes and gates
of the city, that the price of one coomb [four bushels] of
wheat rose from forty-two pence to five shillings " 3.    Again
in 1411 a commission was appointed to inquire into cases of
forestalling, and at Beccles it found that one offender had
bought sixty quarters of barley at forty pence the quarter
and sold them at double the price4.   Apart from the desire to
avoid extortion, the activity of the magistrates was doubtless
stimulated by the fact that forestalling involved loss of toll,
and was * to the great hindrance of the city revenues '5.
Among the municipal records of Bristol we find a vivid and
unsparing denunciation  of forestalling in  terms that are
constantly reproduced in mediaeval documents6.    The fore-
staller is described as " a manifest oppressor of the poor
1  Coventry Leet Book, iii. 589 (1498).    For other examples of municipal
regulation of prices : infra, p. 384.
2  Statutes, iv. part i.  148.    See also Illingworth, Inquiry into Fore-
stalling, 9 seq. ; and (for Chester), Morris, Chester, 395-403.
3  Hudson, Leet Jurisdiction in Norwich, 64.    Similarly, ibid. 65.
4  Illingworth. Inquiry into Forestalling, 240. Forother cases: ibid. 239-249.
5  Morris, Chester, 400 ; Hudson, Leet Jurisdiction in Norwich. 2, 62.
* Little Red Book of Bristol, ii. 220.    Similarly, Statutes, i. 203, etc.  For
laws against forestalling see Illingworth, Inquiry into Forestalling, 21-89.